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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1939 the Legislature gave the Commission the authority to regulate 
Competitive Hunting Dog trials and there currently are rules for a permit 
process to regulate these trials.  The Commission also has the authority to 
regulate the use of wildlife when training a hunting dog or raptor.  In 
1993, as part of the wildlife area review process, the Commission directed 
Wildlife Division staff to review the current competitive hunting dog trial 
rules and draft new rules for the use of wildlife for hunting dog training.  
Division made several attempts at reviewing the trial rules and drafting 
rules for the use of wildlife when training a hunting dog, but none of the 
rule proposals were presented to the Commission. 
 
Several Oregon Revised Statutes (OAR’s) and Oregon Administrative 
Rules (OAR’s) regulate activities involved with the training of dogs or 
holding competitive trials.  In most cases, the statutes and rules in place 
restrict or prohibit a person from using domestically-raised game birds to 
train a hunting dog or a raptor.  Specifically, current rules related to the 
hunting or take of wildlife do not permit shooting of domestically-raised 
game birds for training purposes outside of authorized hunting seasons.  
Additionally, current rules prohibit dog training in certain areas during 
April – July. 
 
Wildlife Division staff began the latest attempt of drafting these rules in 
early 2010.  Since that time the Division has held several public meetings 
and in early 2011 formed the Dog and Raptor Training Advisory Group.  
The group was charged with making recommendations to the Division for 
proposed rulemaking related to competitive hunting dog trials and hunting 
dog and raptor training. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Communication with interested parties through a series of 7 public 
meetings in Nov-Dec 2010 held throughout the state and through 
local sports group and conservation group meetings. 

• Formation of an Advisory Group to recommend rule changes to 
the Division. 

• Questions from other interested persons were answered. 
• Mail, facsimile, and electronic correspondence. 
 

ISSUE 1 
 

Adopt administrative rules which will clarify the conditions under which 
competitive hunting dog trials may be used and develop the process for 
persons to be able to lawfully use domestically-raised game birds to train 
hunting dogs and raptors. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

 
Staff has proposed a comprehensive revision of OAR Chapter 635, 
Division 046.  This proposal revises the rules for competitive hunting dog 
trials, which currently make up Division 046, and proposes, for the first 
time, rules which clarify how and when domestically-raised wildlife may 
be used to train a hunting dog or a raptor.   
 



 
 
Major issues which are addressed include: 

• The Agency’s regulation of dogs running at large and/or dog 
training. 

• Developing a permit which specifies conditions for the release of 
domestically-raised wildlife (required by ORS 498.052) solely for 
the purpose of training hunting dogs and raptors. 

• Allowing the take of domestically-raised game birds for hunting 
dog and raptor training outside of authorized hunting seasons or in 
excess of authorized bag limits. 

• Specifying when game birds (wild born or domestically-raised) 
may be pursued to train hunting dogs.   

 
OPTIONS 
 

1. Approve staff proposals 
2. Modify staff proposals 
3. Reject staff proposals 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Option 1 

 
 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635, Divisions 043, 046, and 050 as proposed by 
staff 

 
 
Upon Filing 


